ANTHONY   EDEN
if not their hostility, to the whole proceedings \ The British
Government produced the impression that it was lukewarm
in its desire that the Commission should reach a successful
result.
When Cecil was asked to attend the Three-Power Naval
Conference he doubted whether he could be of any use.
There were too many * fundamental differences ' between his
views and those of the Cabinet as a whole on the importance
of disarmament. All the same he accepted, only to come up
against the most fatal frustration of all. Naval parity with
America was an essential part of the agreement. But
Churchill, with the whole force of his personality and status,
stood out against it. Lord Cecil went on to reveal his dis-
sension with the Cabinet in terms and with details not usually
associated with the reticence or etiquette of our public life.
But the speech throws invaluable light on the dim struggle
between progressive ideas and steady reaction in our post-war
foreign policy. It is also a disquieting commentary on the
facile claim that Great Britain pursued during all those lean
years what is called unilateral disarmament. Eden was to be
heir to this struggle, but the long drawn out persistency with
which it has been waged is often, overlooked.
The weary narrative boils down to this, that while Japan
was ready for any scheme, the two great peace-loving demo-
cracies sacrificed naval agreement rather than reach a com-
promise on the gun-calibre of second class cruisers. We
insisted on six-inch guns, the Americans on eight-inch.
Somebody suggested a seven-inch gun, but the proposal was
emphatically set aside. The experts took charge, and the
Cabinet complacently submitted to the experts. * Surely',
Lord Cecil added, * the two nations instead of meticulously
counting up every ton and every gun in each other's fleet
should rather have regarded themselves as equal contributors
to a joint force whose chief duty was the maintenance of the
peace of the world. Inside the Cabinet it seemed to me that
I could do no more for the cause of disarmament. I could

